NEM ON SI NAA 


Of the ſad and deplorable Eſtate of the | | 
Salt-malers of South and North-ſheels, Sunderland, and Blyth, within the Counties of Dar- 


ham and Northumberland; and of many thouſand poor people, whoſe dependance lies 
ſoly upon that Antient Manufacture, Moſt humbly preſented. 


Hit whereas by the Ordinance for uniting Scotland into one Commonwealth with England. It is Ordained, that all goods for the future 
mall paſs as free, and with the like priviledge, charge, and burden from Exgland to Scotland, and from Scotland to Erg land, as goods 

paſs from Port to Port in Eng la | — MY 

„ Thatthereby, that ancient Englifh Manufacture of Salt-making, which hath been ſo Commodious and uſeful , and of ſo much 
WB concernment to this Nation, will be wholly carryed into Sc ot land. 

Ss For that the Scots formerly paid three half pence Exciſe for every Gallon of Salt they brought into England; and the Engliſh paid 

q SAY bur one half peny per Gallon. | 

9575 U That the chiefeſt materials with which Salt is made in Ezgland and Scotland, is Coals; fo that they in Scotland ha ve their Coals at 
a far more cheaper Rate then the Engliſh , and thereby are able to make their Salt at a much lower Rate then the Engliſh can do; For when the Scots did pay 
the three half pence yer Gallon Exciſ: and the Engliſh but one half peny t they were able in regard of the cheapneſs of their Coals, to fell their Salt as cheap as 


the Engliſh. 
That if chat peny per Gallon Exciſe, be wholly taken off the Scortiſh Salt, and the Engliſh pay the ſame Exciſe they formerly did, then ir will nos. onely tend 
to the deſtruction of the Engliſh Manufadture, and the ruine and overthrow of many hundred Families, who have laid out their whole Hſtates in bringing the 


the ſame to perfection; but alſo of many thouland people, who have no other means of ſubſiſtence, but by working in the ſaid Manufacture. 


'The Engliſh Manufalt ure onght tobe encouraged for theſe enſving Reaſons, 


T Hat in time of Wars with Spine and Frause, there was ſuch a ſcarcity of Salt in this Nation, that it was ſolde at extreme rates (viz.) eight, sine, 

and ten ſhillings per buſhel and upwards ; and in maoy places of not to be had for — money. | 
That when peace was concluded berween Eugdand and France ; the King of France made an Edict, that no Salt ſhouta de exporteu war or ms Ringdomt ” 
S r ſent ber ad chree hundred Saile of Ships 6 
That ing c and Spaine . di nts of Emp land, ſent between two at | ips to Sp, to 
fetch Sal: for the topply of this Nation: the King of _ taking notice peed, neceſſicy thereof ; did not onely along time imbarge the faid Ships, 

but did immediately impoſe ſuch a great Impoſition upoa his Salt, that it came to the double value of the Salt there ſold , whereby the Merchants loſt many 
thouſand pounds, | 

That thereupon, this Nation being in ſuch a ſtrait for waat of Salt; they confidered how toereR a Native Manufacture in England, for ſupply thereof with 
Suat, without dependancy upon any Forajgn State. And knowing no places ſa convenient, as thoſe of South and North-ſheels, Sunderland, and Blyth;8c. 

Encouragement was given to the ancient Salt-makers there, for erecting more Salt-works, who with the expence of great ſums of money, and with much pains 
and difficulty, did build ſeveral Wharts and Steathes, and placed Salt-pans thereupon, : 
That after the ſaid Salt-pans were ſo erected, the late Dean and Chapter of Durham, compelled your Petitioners to take Leaſes of them for the ſaid Whats 
and Salt- pans, and forced them to pay in Annual Rent for the ſame, which ſtill added to their charge. 8 | | 
That in time of theſe late diſtractions and wars, their-Salt works were deſtroyed and ruined, 4 Kings Fortes and the Scots, the rebuilding and te- 
pairing thereof, coſt them many thouſand pounds; and as yet could never have peny towards their ſufferings and damage, 

That fince the rebuilding and repairing of the ſaid Salt-pans : they have been lately e to purchaſe them of the Commonwealth, whereby moſt of 
their Eſtates are engaged, many of them baving contracted debts beyond their ability, to pay for their reſpectiye purchaſes, 

That by making Sale there's great —_ of courſe Coales ſpent at Newcaſtle and Sunderland, which are the of their beſt Coal-mines, and ſo the 
owners thereof ſelling them for that uſe, are the better enabled to go through with their Coal-mines , and fo prevent mixture of thoſe bad with good; which o- 
therwiſe would be to the great anoyance of the Commonwealth. | | | 
That it hath alwayes been the great care and wiſdom of all Poraign States and Princes, when they can ereR any Native Manufacture within their own Juriſ 
lictions (that will give imployment to their own Natives) to encourage and ſupport it. 1 

Wherefore, its humbly conceived, ſome tender care and reſpect ought to be had of the Salt makers aforeſaid, and of that ancient Engliſh Manufacture, that 
affords a daily livelihood to ſo many thouſand ſouls within this Nation, who would otherwiſe ſtarve for want of relief, 
That if ic be encouraged, its able to ſupply this Nation with Salt ſufficient to preſerye both Fiſh and Fleſh, and other victual without dependancy upon any 
Foraign State: and then be it war or peace, ſcarcity or plenty, this Commonwealth may be ſupplyed at moderate prices, and many 1 on work 


That if this Manufacture be deſtroyed , then this Commonwealth ſhall be ſubject to what price or Tax the Scots or other Nations pleaſe to lay upon that 
Commodity which we cannot be without, and then may ma ke adyantage of our neceſſities, ha ving the whole Trade in their | 

Why ſhould net this ſo uſeful a Manufacture be maintained in this Commonwealth, to the honor of the Engliſh Nation, and not to the ruine of ſo many hun- 
Iced Families, who by former encoura t, have laid out their whole eſtates to bring the ſame to perfeRtion,, befides the miſerable diftreſsthar many thouſand + 
7 322 be left in, whoſe whole ſubſiſtence conſiſts thereon ; and whith of neceſſity will be deſtroyed, unleſs ſome proviſion be made in the Act of Uni- 
on for the ir ſupport. | | 


Its humbly prayed , for theſe Reaſons, the Peticion of the Salt-makers of South and North-ſheels, Sunderland, and Blyth, depending inthe * 
hands of a Member of the Honorable Houſe of Parliament, may be taken into ſpeedy conſideration. . "i 


1 


